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Te Kohanga ote whenua hou: Playgroup report for last  
8 weeks of 2010 

 

Since October 2010, Te Kohanga ote whenua hou has instituted a new format for its Wednesday 
playgroup operations. The format was developed in collaboration with existing whanau following a 
brief consultative process. The format included four structured elements – first separating the 
program into cycles of four weeks duration; second allocating a theme to each four week cycle; third 
assigning a kaiako responsible for lessons each week; and fourth developing a lesson structure for 
each week. 
 

The lesson structure consisted of four basic elements – waiata, te reo, Pakiwaitara (storytelling) and 
an art, craft or active activity. Each element was planned to be approximately 15mins in length. Also 
included in the lesson structure was parental responsibility for storytelling (a pair of parents was 
allocated each week to be responsible for storytelling) and ‘Quiet time’ (a parent was allocated 
responsibility for a ‘quiet space’). 
 

The following data outlines the overall format, planning and lesson structures: 
 
Kaiako for each week 
Wk 1: Matua Moroni Pugh (Rangi and Te Aroha pakiwaitara) 
Wk 2: Matua Moroni Pugh (Tere & Cassy pakiwaitara) 
Wk 3: Whaea Crystal Parata (Aloma & Simone pakiwaitara) 
Wk 4: Excursion (organised with whanau: 1st – local park; 2nd – Christmas breakup) 
 
Themes 
Cycle 1: Basic vowels 
Cycle 2: Te Tinana 
 
Weekly lesson structure 

1. Timata: mihi me karakia 
2. Activity tuatahi: Waiata 
3. Activity tuarua Te reo 
4. Kai – fruit & drink 
5. Activity tuatoru: Pakiwaitara 
6. Activity tuawha: Art, Craft or Active 
7. Ka mutu 

 
Overall compliance with format 
Overall, whanau are pleased with the format, lesson structure and focus. In particular the short 
lessons and multimodal teaching styles have reduced time in class and given clear structured pattern 
for tamariki to adapt to. Parents have actively participated each week in storytelling and have 
provided range of interactive activities. Storytelling was originally the last activity, however was 
adapted to follow morning tea as tamariki responded better to it after kai. 
 
Quiet space/time has not really been operational and may need to be reviewed to assess its 
capacity. QT is for children who need one on one time, need extra awhi or a quiet space. There are 
some noticeable behavioural issues – raruraru and tatou tatou time – where a properly focussed QT 
may address.  
 
Attendance records 
The following graph outlines the weekly attendance for onsite kohanga playgroup. Not included is 
attendance at the excursions as no records are kept of that activity. Attendance of both tamariki and 
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adults is recorded, included manuhiri who attend without children. The records indicate an average 
tamariki attendance of 12.5 (mode of 10), and an average adult attendance of 9 (mode of 8). This 
pattern is predicted to continue in 2011, with an average expected attendance of tamariki 
approximately 10, and an average adult attendance of 8. A number of whanau came as either ‘one 
offs’, new or as previous attendants who came for a nohi.  
 
Weekly attendance at Kohanga playgroup 

 
 
The following graph outlines the weekly putea for onsite kohanga playgroup. Putea is recorded 
against what is expected (as per number of eligible tamariki), and what was actually received. The 
records indicate a total of $132 was expected, however a total of $87 was actually received. This 
may be due to the number of families that attended as a ‘one off’ or new whanau that were not 
aware of the $2 contribution. 
 
Weekly putea 

 
* Putea contributes towards material costs, poppers and fruit. 

 
Future considerations 
The new format appears to suit the current participants and it is recommended that this format 
remain. Extra kaiako need sourcing to allow greater flexibility in timetabling, however a single co-
ordinator is necessary to ensure that overall maintenance, program integrity and operational 
support is present each week. There are also some issues in relation to the building such as fencing, 
use of outdoor space, storage and materials. The use of Putea is insufficient and irregular to fund 
these materials and it is recommended that Kohanga seek grant funding to pay for large resources 
such as these. It is also recommended that Kohanga seek Council approval for any development on 
the whare to assist with this. A final consideration is need for behavioural management and the 
further development of Quiet time or space may address issues here. 


